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AfCFTA Ratification Barometer

No. of countries 22 No. of signatories
Threshold
that have deposited their S . (countries) that have signed
;{ - .
{ TN

s INstruments of ratification with
the depositary (Chai
the African Union Commission)

47 countries have complied with
their domestic requirements for
ratification of the AfCFTA
Agreement

g} _ 47

%}\%ralac

© tralac, 2023

No. of ratifications

ssmmmw !N consolidated text of the
Agreement Establishing the

1 country of the 55 AU member
states has yel to sign the AfCFTA
Agreement (Eritrea)

Last updated September 2023
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@ The AfCFTA
< Initiative On

- Y Guided Trade

s ‘ Tunisia

Ghana
. ‘Comeroon l

Rwanda,, Kenya
e = Tanzania
Products Participating
Ceramic Battgries Pharcheuticals Palm Kernel Rubber Cou ntrles | °
: : o8 : Cameroon, Egypt, Ghanag, Mouritis

: Tiles

Kenya, Mauritius, Rwanda,
Tanzania and Tunisia.

All other countries are welcome to come on board!

OO0 ® © AfCFTA Secretariat

Avocados Horticulture Tea Components for
Air Conditioners
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' KEY ANNOUNCEMENTS
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The AfCFTA Initiative
onh Guided Trade

The idea behind the initiative is to gather countries among the 29
who have submitted their tariff schedules, who have expressed
their interest in trading, to initiate trading with the guidance of the
Secretariat. The key benefits will be to:

Test the environmental, legal and trade policy basis for trade
under the AfCFTA;

Demonstrate that the AfCFTA is functioning

Send an important political message to countries that are
yet to submit their provisional schedules of tariff concessions
in accordance with the agreed modalities

Give hope to the continent that trading under the AfCFTA is
achievable.

O 0 O ® O AfCFTA Secretariat bk
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Angola Benin | Ethiopia** | Madagascar Sao Tome &
Principe**

Clllie 4 e J8Y JliaY)
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Algeria Botswana Burundi Cabo Verde

Central African Chad Comoros Congo

Republic | Brazzaville
Cote d’Ivoire Democratic Republic | Equatorial Guinea Eswatini**
| of Congo | i} .
Gabon Lesotho** Malawi Mauritania** | Y Jx 5 )abuall alada) o) Jaandd o Al

Morocco Namibia Niger Nigeria
Senegal Seychelles | South Africa | The Gambia
Togo Uganda Zambia** Zimbabwe
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https://www.sars.gov.za/wp-
content/uploads/Embargo/Tariffs/2024/Legal-LSec-CE-TA-2024-16-
Notice-R4287-G-50045-Sch-1-1-1892-Substitution-General-Note-O-to-
implement-the-AfCFTA-Agreement-26-January-2024.pdf



https://www.sars.gov.za/wp-content/uploads/Embargo/Tariffs/2024/Legal-LSec-CE-TA-2024-16-Notice-R4287-G-50045-Sch-1-1-1892-Substitution-General-Note-O-to-implement-the-AfCFTA-Agreement-26-January-2024.pdf
https://www.sars.gov.za/wp-content/uploads/Embargo/Tariffs/2024/Legal-LSec-CE-TA-2024-16-Notice-R4287-G-50045-Sch-1-1-1892-Substitution-General-Note-O-to-implement-the-AfCFTA-Agreement-26-January-2024.pdf
https://www.sars.gov.za/wp-content/uploads/Embargo/Tariffs/2024/Legal-LSec-CE-TA-2024-16-Notice-R4287-G-50045-Sch-1-1-1892-Substitution-General-Note-O-to-implement-the-AfCFTA-Agreement-26-January-2024.pdf
https://www.sars.gov.za/wp-content/uploads/Embargo/Tariffs/2024/Legal-LSec-CE-TA-2024-16-Notice-R4287-G-50045-Sch-1-1-1892-Substitution-General-Note-O-to-implement-the-AfCFTA-Agreement-26-January-2024.pdf
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Trade, Industry and Competition launches
start of its preferential trade under the
African Continental Free Trade Agreement
in Durban, 31 Jan

https://www.gov.za/news/media-advisories/government-activities/trade-
industry-and-competition-launches-start-its
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Products:

Rules of Origin _ _
South African Revenue Service

Office Pretoria Head Office

Fsionio External Stakeholders 299 Bronkhorst Street

Enquiries Nieuw Muckleneuk, 0181

afcfta@sars.gov.za Private bag X923, Pretoria, 0001

Teleoh SARS online: www.sars.gov.za
elephone

(012) 422 5384 Telephone (012) 422 4000

Room

RV203

Reference

13/3/2/2

Date

01 February 2024

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE AFRICAN CONTINENTAL FREE TRADE
AREA (AfCFTA) AGREEMENT
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The AfCFTA is afree-trade area, outlined in the AfricanContinental Free Trade
Agreement. The AfCFTA is the largest in the world in terms of participating
countries since the formation of the World Trade Organisation.

On 5 December 2020, the 13th Extraordinary Session of the African Union
(AU) Assembly of the Heads of State and Government approved a decision to
commence preferential trade under the AfCFTA as of 1 January 2021 on the
basis of legally implementable and reciprocal schedules of tariffs concessions.

In October 2021, the AfCFTA Council of Ministers (CoM) for Trade adopted
the Ministerial Directive on the Provisional Application of Schedules of Tariff
Concessions. The Ministerial Directive provided the legal basis for the
countries that had submitted their tariff schedules in accordance with the
agreed modalities, covering at least 90% of tariff lines, to trade preferentially
amongst themselves. The Assembly of Heads of State and Government
adopted the Ministerial Directive in February 2022.

The Southern African Customs Union (SACU) achieved a common offer
covering 90% of its tariff book in February 2023. The offer was formally
submitted to the AfCFTA Secretariat for verification. The Extraordinary
Session of the AfCFTA Council of Ministers held on 31 May 2023 in Nairobi,
Kenya, endorsed the SACU's Tariff Offer that was verified to be compliant with
the modalities for tariff liberalisation with South Africa committing to
operationalise the AfCFTA with effect from the 31 January 2024.
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The following countries have finalised the necessary domestic legislation for
the implementation of their respective tariff reduction commitments and are
legible to trade with South Africa under the AfCFTA: Algeria, Cameroon,
Egypt, Ghana, Kenya, Rwanda, and Tunisia. It should be noted that
trading with the SADC countries takes place under the SADC Trade

Protocol.




SARS published the necessary legal instruments on the 26 January 2024
and the actual trade commenced on the 31 January 2024 for the approved
published tariff offers to and from the countries mentioned above. The
publications can be accessed on https://www.sars.gov.za/legal-

counsel/secondary-leqislation/tariff-amendments/tariff-amendments-2024/

Traders are reminded to ensure the following aspects to reduce origin
irregularities and verification requests;

e Requirements of Supplier's Declaration in case you are an exporter and
not a producer,

e Declaration for Products not having preferential AfCFTA Origin Status,

e |n box 11 to ensure that the six-digit HS Code in respect of each line of
Goods described in Box 8 of the AfCFTA certificate is inserted,

e In box 12 to ensure the appropriate Origin Criteria Code applicable to
the Goods being exported is inserted.
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Government Gazette No. 50045 CUSTOMS AND EXCISE ACT, 1964. Date: 2024-01-26
No. R.4287 AMENDMENT OF SCHEDULE NO. 1 (NO. 1/1/1892)

In terms of section 48 of the Customs and Excise Act, 1964, Schedule No. 1 to the said Act is hereby amended, with effect from 31 Januarie 2024, to the extent set out in the Schedule hereto.

Lol

ENOCH GODOGWANA
MIMISTER OF FINANCE

SCHEDULE

By the substitution of General Note O, in Schedule No. 1 with the following:
o} DUTIES ON GOODS TO WHICH THE AFRICAN CONTINENTAL FREE TRADE AREA RELATES

1. In this Note and for the purposes of Schedule No. 1, the expression "AfCFTA", "AFCFTA State” or "State Parties" shall refer to the following non-SADC Member States that have implemented the
Provisional Schedules of Tariff Concessions:

Country Date

Algeria 31 August 2023
Cameroon 31 August 2023
Egypt 31 August 2023
Ghana 31 August 2023
Kenya 31 August 2023
Rwanda 31 August 2023
Tunisia 31 August 2023

2. The expression "AfCFTA Agreement” or "Agreement” shall refer to the Agreement establishing the African Continental Free Trade Area and its Protocols, Annexes and Appendices which shall form
an integral part thereof.

3. Any rate of duty specified in the AfCFTA column in respect of any heading or subheading of Part 1 of Schedule No. 1 which is lower than the rate of duty specified in the General column applies to
imported goods to which such heading or subheading relates if such goods originate in the AfCFTA States or a specified AfCFTA State and comply with the other requirements of the AfCFTA
Agreement.

4. For the purposes of entry of any imported goods at the lower rate of duty specified in the AfCFTA column the importer shall, at the time of entry for home consumption of any consignment, produce
together with any documents required to be produced in terms of section 39 a valid proof of origin and proof of compliance with the territorial requirement in accordance with the provisions of Part F
of the Schedule to the General Notes to Schedule No. 1.
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By the substitution of General Note O. in Schedule No. 1 with the following:

5.

(@) The implementation of the SACU Provisional Schedule of Tariff Commitments as contained in the AfCFTA column is —

(i) aligned with the implementation dates of the Provisional Schedule of Tariff Commitments of individual AfCFTA State Parties as approved by the AfCFTA Council of Ministers; and
(ii) inclusive of the tariff phase-downs for three years, calculated from 1 January 2021.

(b) No refunds will be paid in respect of any imports cleared from AfCFTA State Parties prior to ** November 2023 being the implementation date provided for in the Notice published in the Government
Gazette.

AfCFTA State Parties will qualify for the preferential rate contained in the AfCFTA column from the date these State Parties are listed in Note 1 by Notice published in the Government Gazette. SADC
countries, that are part of the SADC Trade Protocol, will continue to trade under the SADC Trade Protocol.

The duties specified in the column headed “AfCFTA rate” shall be suspended if -
(i) State Parties do not show reciprocity on tariff coverage;

(i) State Parties do not implement tariff phase-downs in accordance with the adopted phase down period of five or ten years applicable from 1 January 2021 covering 90% of their tariff lines; or
(iii) there is reasonable doubt that —

(a) a product meets the applicable rule of origin:
(b) the documentation relating to the originating status of the products are valid; or

(c) the other requirements of the Annex on Rules of Origin of the Protocol on Trade in Goods of the AfCFTA Agreement, as provided for in Article 36 of the Annex on Rules of Origin, have been
complied with.

The Minister of Trade, Industry and Competition will request the Minister of Finance in writing to suspend benefits of a State Party in circumstances set out in Note 7(i) and (ii).
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Date: 2024-01-31 SCHEDULE 1/PART 1/SECTION | Customs & Excise Tariff
Heading / CD | Article Description Statistical Rate of Duty

Subheading Unit General EU /UK EFTA SADC MERCOSUR ATfCFTA
0207.14.9 - Other:

0207.14.91 3 .- Whole bird cut in half kg 62% free 62% free 62% 62%
0207.14.93 8 “--- Leg quarters kg 62% free 62% free 62% 62%
0207.14.95 6 ---- Wings kg 62% free 62% free 62% 62%
0207.14.96 4 CEEE Breasts kg 62% free 62% free 62% 62%
0207.14.97 2 ---- Thighs kg 62% free 62% free 62% 62%
0207.14.98 0 ---- Drumsticks kg 62% free 62% free 62% 62%
0207.14.99 9 .- Other kg 62% free 62% free 62% 62%

2021 s 1 O 15be) A8y paill oy il (il olidial oy

oy 1 8 1 A 5 ) 5 ladl) Asdaie 35 ladll i) WTO/MFN duty — AfCFTA
- 2021 => Excluded list
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Heading /
Subheading

CD

Article Description

Statistical
Unit

Rate of Duty

General

EU /UK

EFTA

SADC

MERCOSUR

AfCFTA

0304.39

-- Other

kg

25%

7,5%

free

free

25%

15%

0304.4

- Fresh or chilled fillets of other fish:

0304.41

0304.42

-- Pacific salmon (Oncorhynchus nerka, Oncorhynchus gorbuscha,
Oncorhynchus keta, Oncorhynchus tschawytscha, Oncorhynchus
kisutch, Oncorhynchus masou and Oncorhynchus rhodurus), Atlantic
salmon (Salmo salar) and Danube salmon (Hucho hucho)

-- Trout (Salmo trutta, Oncorhynchus mykiss, Oncorhynchus clarki,
Oncorhynchus aguabonita, Oncorhynchus gilae, Oncorhynchus
apache and Oncorhynchus chrysogaster)

10 2 o la i &) all 46l (e culaiiall o2a ddasla
(Al 23y jlay - Ol i,
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(%15

kg

kg

25%

25%

5%

5%

WTO/MFN duty)

free

free

free

free

25%

25%

Category A product

15%

15%

AfCFTA
duty (2024
reduction)
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World Region
AFRICA R 550 546 951 846 R 179 695 880 621
EUROPE R 503 614 924 848 R 522 553 526 465
AMERICA R 189 124 673 845 R 230 020 866 500
ASIA R 645 770 887 582 R1 016 761 245 107
OCEANIA R 22 206 364 129 R 21663 790 314
OTHER UNCLASSIFIED R 117 787 942 075 R8 196 111 163
Ship/Aircraft R 10 877 744 229

R2039929 488 554| R1 978 891 420 170

_ Total
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